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- Abstract ---

This study uses Protection Motivation Theory as a theoretical framework to empirically
test what people make back up data on their personal computers. Sources of information
are the input variables to Protection Motivation Theory and include environmental and
intrapersonal sources. Intrapersonal sources include personality aspects and feedback from
prior experience including experiences associated with performing the behavior of interest.

In the context of IS security, many of approaches use an incomplete view of the cognitive
mediating processes central to Protection Motivation Theory. Furthermore, past experience
may be considered to be an important source of information influencing protection
motivation. To address this, we integrated security habit as a background factor with
Protection Motivation Theory to investigate sources of information antecedent to the

Protection Motivation Theory process.

Key Words : Protection Motivation Theory, Information Security, Source of Information,
Security Habit, Data Backup
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